
Fish and Stony Corals of Fiji 
 

This guide has been created for the Fijian community in appreciation of the amazing 
biodiversity found within Fijian corals and fish. 

 

 

 

This community fish and coral guide was created for Corals for Conservation (under the 
leadership of Dr. Austin Bowden-Kerby) by the Coral Conservation Society for the Reefs of 
Hope: Nature-based Assisted Coral Adaptation CORDAP project.  

 



Research grade iNaturalist observations spanning the Fijian islands and ocean between 
them were downloaded on 21Apr2026 and used to create this guide.  The sections of this 
guide were created with the iNaturalist guide feature with photo credits in each section and 
all taxonomy is according to iNaturalist Taxonomy as of 21April 21st, 2026. 

The fish sections included:  
   Actinopterygii (ray-finned fish) Class 
   Elasmobranchii (sharks and rays) Subclass, 
   Note: Freshwater Eels (Family Anguillidae) were excluded 
 
The stony coral section included: 
   Scleractinia (stony) Order 
   Milleporidae (fire) Family 
   Stylasteridae (Stylaster) Family 
   Antipatharia (black) Order 
   Heliopora coerulea (blue) Species 
   Tubipora música (organ pipe) Species 

 

All observations of Fijian wildlife are welcomed in iNaturalist (see getting stared with 
iNauralist).  iNaturalist is an online social network of people sharing biodiversity 
information to help each other learn about nature.  Using community science tools such as 
iNaturalist may bridge the gap between the community and ocean (Parkinson et al., 2025) 
and build on McKinley et al (2023)’s proposed ten dimensions of ocean literacy: knowledge; 
communication; behaviour; awareness; attitudes; activism; emotional connection; access 
and experience; adaptive capacity and trust and transparency (McKinley et al., 2023). 

 

To view a broader range of (mostly) Aquatic species in Fiji including sea cucumbers, sea 
star, sea urchins, crustaceans and molluscs on the in iNaturalist system, click here. 
 

To view further coral information, browse the published Corals of Fiji Guide in iNaturalist. 

 

Other Fijian iNaturalist Projects Include: 
   Biodiversity of Fiji · iNaturalist (a project of over 92,000 Fijian wildlife observations) 
   Fiji Nature · iNaturalist (a Nature Fiji project with over 12,000 Fijian observations) 
 
 

https://inaturalist.freshdesk.com/en/support/solutions/folders/151000552105
https://inaturalist.freshdesk.com/en/support/solutions/folders/151000552105
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=-15.4793144323393&nelng=-176.73763090968896&page=10&quality_grade=research&subview=table&swlat=-19.615899898473497&swlng=176.14322846531107&view=species&without_taxon_id=47126,47158,47118,47170,3,47119,20978,40268,41893,42044,41944,144128,424850,26039,26162,26172,1630865,39534,39680,39696,39760,39886,39699,53463,40019,39539
https://www.inaturalist.org/guides/23105
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biodiversity-of-fiji
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/fiji-nature


We thank the CORDAP Coral Accelerator Program for awarding Corals for Conservation 
funds to share this guide and the methods within the two publications listed below with 
community members in Fiji. 

 

Publications to assist in coral reef rescue and conservation: 
 

Coral-Focused Climate Change Adaptation and Restoration Based on Accelerating 
Natural Processes: Launching the “Reefs of Hope” Paradigm  
 
Creating a National Coral-Focused Climate Change Adaptation Plan for Fiji to Prevent 
Coral Species Extinction in the Face of Rapid Climate Change: Applying the UNESCO-
Endorsed “Reefs of Hope” Ocean Decade Action  

 

For more information, visit the Corals for Conservation website.  
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